
STRAND – ROCKS AND SOILS 

 

National Curriculum Objectives Fordbridge suggestions 

YEAR THREE 

• compare and group together different kinds of rocks on 

the basis of their appearance and simple physical 

properties 

• describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when 

things that have lived are trapped within rock 

• recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic 

matter 

Looking at rocks 

• examine and describe different specimens of rock 

• classify rocks according to their own criteria 

Investigating rocks 

• name some of the most common rocks  

• investigate the properties of igneous and sedimentary rocks 

• carry out simple tests on rocks, recording results and drawing 

conclusions 

How rocks are formed 

• describe in simple terms how igneous, sedimentary and 

metamorphic rocks are formed 

Investigating soil 

• investigate the composition of soil 

• use the investigation to come up with a model of how soil is 

formed 

Fossils 

• describe how fossils are made 

• explain how the fossil record helps us learn about life millions of 

years ago 

Dinosaur fossils 

• use fossil pictures to draw conclusions about dinosaurs 


